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Subsequent sections to be renumbered accordingly.

Purpose/Rationale (N):

The allowance for nonseparated uses other than H occupancies is not
contained within the CBC. The CBC requires that certain occupancies be
separated for other occupancies because of the potential negative impact a fire
in one occupancy spreading to the other. While the concept seems rational for
buildings housing a single business, where the impact is self imposed. The
problem is that the nonseparated provisions would apply across the board and
impact multiple businesses or uses in the same building under multiple owners
or tenants. The restrictions in 508.3.2.1 and 508.3.2.2 only require that the
building conform to the more restrictive allowances for the occupancy groups
under consideration and the most restrictive allowable height and area
limitations. With the liberalization of the heights and areas in the IBC and the
significant increases in the heights and areas modifiers, there are many cases
where the difference between what the CBC would require as the type of
construction and other items is significantly less. In addition, an increase in
type of construction does not require much more than getting 1 hour partitions
as compared with non-rated partitions. The increase in type of construction
would not require even the 1 hour partitions to have fire protected openings.
Without the protection of openings, the increase, if even applicable, to 1 hour
partitions provides very little as far as fire separation is concerned. While some
may argue that the buildings will probably be sprinklered if they are that large, it
is inappropriate to assume that the sprinklers provide the equivalent protection
even if there is a high level of confidence that the sprinklers will function as
intended. Retention of this provision of the IBC allowing nonseparated uses will
definitely increase of the level of risk in many of the buildings that will be
constructed within California.



